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OPINION 881 



CNEMIDOPHORUS SEPTEMVITTATUS COPE, 1892, (REPT1LIA): 
REFUSAL TO USE THE PLENARY POWERS TO SET ASIDE A FIRST 
REVISER SELECTION 

RULING. — The use of the plenary powers to set aside the selection by Burger 
(1950) as first reviser, of semifasciatus Cope, 1892, in preference to septeimit - 
tatus Cope, 1892, both names published in combination with the generic name 
Cnemidophorus in the same work and on the same day, is hereby refused. 

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1634) 

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Dr. 
Ralph W. Axtell in January 1964. Dr. Axtell’s application was sent to the 
printer on 28 February 1964 and was published on 26 November 1964 in Bull, 
zool. Nomettcl. 21 : 364—365. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary 
powers in the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to 
the other prescribed serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. 
Nomencl. 21 : 184) and to two specialist serials. 

The application was opposed by Dr. Jay M. Savage, Prof. Hobart M. Smith 
and Dr. Kenneth L. Williams (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 22 : 211-212) and by Prof. 
James A. Peters and Dr. C. L. Hubbs. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 
On 15 August 1966 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (66)40 either for or against the 
proposal set out in Bull. Zool. Nomencl. 21 : 365. At the close of the prescribed 
voting period on 1 5 November 1966 the state of the voting was as follows : 
Affirmative votes — one (1): Bonnet 

Negative votes — twenty-one (21), received in the following order: China, 
Vokes, Obruchev, Simpson, Holthuis, do Amaral, Mayr, Tortonese, Stoll, 
Uchida, Jaczewski, Kraus, Evans, Lemche, Mertens, Sabrosky, Binder, Brinck, 
Forest, Ride, Alvarado. 

Voting Papers not returned — three (3): Boschma, Hubbs, M unroe. 

The following comments were made by Commissioners in returning their 
votes : 

Dr. L. B. Holthuis (29.xi.66): “ In confused cases like this, where only little 
known species are involved, it is best to follow the Rules strictly.” 

Dr. C. W. Sabrosky (9.xii.66): “ I am specially impressed by the fact of Karl 
P. Schmidt’s (1953) support of Burger’s first reviser action, in such an important 
reference work as the ‘ Check List of North American Amphibians and Rep- 
tiles ’!” 



CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (66)40 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has not been adopted. 



Bull, zool . Nomencl., Vol. 26, Part 1. May 1969. 
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and that the decision so taken, being the decision of the International Commis- 
sion, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 881. 

R. V. MELVILLE W . E . CHINA 

Secretary Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 

30 January 1969 



